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H 4970. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3081

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session

By House Committee on Health Care (originally sponsored by
Representati ves Cody, Hi nkle and Sommers; by request of Departnment of
Soci al and Heal th Services)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 03/ 06.

AN ACT Relating to clarifying the financial responsibility of the
state and regi onal support networks for the costs associated with the
care of individuals in need of involuntary treatnent under chapter
71.05 RCW anending RCW 71.24.016, 71.24.330, and 71.05.560; and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature intends to address the

needs of people with a nental illness with a targeted, coordi nated, and
conprehensive set of evidence-based practices that are effective in
serving individuals in their community and will reduce the need for

pl acenments in state nmental hospitals. The |egislature further intends
to explicitly hold regional support networks accountable for serving
people with a nental illness within their geographic boundaries and for
not exceeding their allocation of state hospital beds. Wthin funds
appropriated by the legislature for this purpose, regional support
networks shall develop the nmeans to serve the needs of people with a
mental illness within their geographic boundari es. El ements of the
program may i ncl ude:
(a) Crisis triage;
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(b) Evaluation and treatnment and community hospital beds;

(c) Residential beds;

(d) Program for community treatnent teans; and

(e) Qut-patient services.

(2) The regional support network will have the flexibility, within
the funds appropriated by the legislature for this purpose, to design
the mx of services that wll be nost effective within their service
area of neeting the needs of people with a nental illness and avoi di ng
pl acenent of such individuals at the state nental hospital.

Sec. 2. RCW71.24.016 and 2001 ¢ 323 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

It is the intent of the legislature that the comunity nental
health service delivery system focus on maintaining nentally ill
individuals in the community, and reserve the use of state hospital
beds for individuals who cannot be served safely in the community. The
program shall be evaluated and managed through a limted nunber of
performance neasures designed to hold each regional support network
account abl e for program success.

Sec. 3. RCW71.24.330 and 2005 ¢ 503 s 6 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
(1) Contracts between a regional support network and the depart nent

shal | include nechanisns for nonitoring perfornmance under the contract
and renedies for failure to substantially conply with the requirenents
of the contract including, but not limted to, financial penalties,

term nation of the contract, and reprocurenent of the contract.

(2) The procurenent process shall encourage the preservation of
infrastructure previously purchased by the comunity nental health
service delivery system the nmintenance of |inkages between other
services and delivery systens, and maxi m zation of the use of available
funds for services versus profits. The procurenent process shal
provi de that public funds appropriated by the | egislature shall not be
used to pronote or deter, encourage, or discourage enployees from
exercising their rights under Title 29, chapter 7, subchapter I1,
United States Code or chapter 41.56 RCW

(3) In addition to the requirenents of RCW 71.24.035, contracts
shal | :
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(a) Define admnistrative costs and ensure that the regional
support network does not exceed an adm nistrative cost of ten percent
of avail abl e funds;

(b) Require effective collaboration with | aw enforcenent, crim nal
justice agencies, and the chem cal dependency treatnent system

(c) Require substantial inplenentation of departnment adopted
integrated screening and assessnent process and matrix of best
practices; ((and))

(d) Maintain the decision-making i ndependence of designated nental
heal t h professionals; and

(e) Ensure that regional support networks do not exceed the state
hospital bed allocation established in their contract wth the
depart nent .

Sec. 4. RCW71.05.560 and 1998 ¢ 297 s 24 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall adopt such rules as nay be necessary to
effectuate the intent and purposes of this chapter, which shall include
but not be limted to evaluation of the quality of the program and
facilities operating pursuant to this chapter, evaluation of the
effectiveness and cost effectiveness of such prograns and facilities,
inplenentation of a fornula to allocate utilization of state hospital
beds anong the regional support networks and hold the regional support
net wrks accountable for not over utilizing their allocation, and
procedures and standards for certification and other action relevant to
evaluation and treatnent facilities.

~-- END ---
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